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492 .01 Department Philosophy
It is the Departnent of Correction’s policy to
allow inmates to apply for and receive perm ssion
to marry unless such a marriage is found to be
unlawful or present a security risk to the
Department and/or institution. Al t hough the
Depart ment supports the initiative, I nmat es
shoul d be encouraged to delay their wedding plans
until after release, unless a conpelling need is
denonstr at ed.
492.02 Procedures for Requesting a Marriage within an
Institution
1. Any inmate requesting to be married shall
notify the Superintendent in witing at
least thirty (30) days prior to the intended
weddi ng date. The inmate shall provide the
Superintendent with, the nanme and address of
the intended spouse. Upon receipt of an
inmate’s request, the Superintendent shall
contact the General Counsel or designee to
di scuss any legal issues (e.g. INS, pending
crimnal cases, etc.). The Superi ntendent
shall pronptly approve or disapprove the
request, giving reasons for any denial in
writing. The Superintendent, my, for just
cause shown, extend the thirty (30) day
advance notification to no nore than ninety
(90) days.
2. I f the Superintendent approves the inmate’s
request, the inmate shall proceed pursuant
to the requirenents of MGL. Chapter 207,
by seeking a license to marry in an office
of the clerk or registrar of any city or
town in the Commonweal t h.
3. Upon issuance of a marriage license by a
clerk or registrar of any city or town in
t he Commonweal th, pursuant to MG L. Chapter
207 8 20, the inmate who intends to marry
within the institution shall contact the
Institution’s Di rector of Tr eat ment or
desi gnee, who shall assist in making the
necessary arrangenments for the marriage
December 2014 492 -2



492.03

cerenony. The cerenony shall be schedul ed
consi st ent W th i nstitutional security,
space and personnel availability.

Requirements for Institutional Wedding Ceremonies
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1

Quests - Each institution shall determ ne
the nunber of guests allowed to attend the
cerenony. The nunber of guests shall be in
accordance wth 103 CWMR 483 - Visiting
Pr ocedures.

A guest list shall include the nanme, date of
birth, and address of each guest, and shal
be submtted to the Superintendent for
approval at least two (2) weeks in advance
of the schedul ed wedding date, along with a
Request to Attend Institutional Wdding Form
(Attachnment 1) for each guest. Failure to
subm t a si gned Request to At tend
Institutional Wedding form shall result in
the denial of the guest to attend the
weddi ng.

Al guests  shall be  subject to the
provi si ons of 103 CVR 483, Visiting
Pr ocedures. The Superintendent has the

authority to reduce the nunber of guests due
to security/space consi derations.

Caneras/Media Release Fornms - | f t he
cer enony, weddi ng party or guests in
attendance are to be photographed, the
inmate attending the wedding shall sign a
media release form (in accordance with 103
CVR 131, Medi a Rel ati ons). The
Superintendent nmay approve, in advance, the
use of caneras, flashcubes and film The
canera and accessories shall be inspected
prior to entrance into the institution,
therefore, the canera shall not have film
inside until it has been inspected. The
film cannot exceed two (2) rolls and nust be
unopened. Video caneras and digital caneras
are not permtted.
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3. Location and Tine Franme of Wdding Cerenony
- Al approved weddi ng cerenonies shall take
place within the visiting room unless the
Super i nt endent or desi gnee det erm nes
anot her | ocation. The tinme frame shall be
determined by the specific circunstances
presented by each request. At no tine shal
the cerenony exceed one (1) hour.

4. Refreshnments - No refreshnments shall Dbe
authorized wth the exception of those itens
avai lable from the visiting room vending

machi nes.

492.04 Wedding Officiant
It shall be the responsibility of the inmte and
the intended spouse to seek and obtain an
officiant to perform the marriage cerenony. The
officiant shall be authorized to perform weddi ng
cerenonies in Mssachusetts pursuant to MGL.
Chapter 207 8§ 38 and shall be approved by the
Superintendent for entry into the facility.

492 .05 Counseling/Evaluation
Inmates shall not be required to undergo any
religious, psychol ogi cal or ot her
counsel i ng/ eval uation as a condition for approva
of a marriage request. Superintendents or
designees may evaluate inmates only for the
purposes of determ ning possible security risks
to the institution.

492.06 Weddings and/or Prenuptial Arrangements for
Detainees
Weddi ngs and/ or prenuptial arrangenents shall not
be all owed for detainees.

492 .07 Records Office Notification
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Upon conmpletion of the marriage cerenony, the
Director of Treatnent or designee shall notify
the records office, in witing, of the inmate's
name, and the spouse’s nane and address in order
to maintain accurate records. In all cases,

402 - 4



desi gnat ed staff shal | updat e t he | nmat e
Managenent System (IMS) Famly Information screen
with the information.

492 .08 Expense Disclaimer
In no case shal | t he Commonweal t h of
Massachusetts, Department of Correction, or any
of its institutions or enployees, accept the
responsibility for any of the expenses related to
an inmate marriage.

492 .09 Inmate Transfers Prior to Scheduled Wedding Date
If an inmate transfers to another institution,
for non-di sci plinary reasons, prior to the
schedul ed weddi ng date, the weddi ng package shal
remain approved pending the review by the
Superintendent of the receiving institution. The
Superintendent of the receiving institution shall
review the wedding package for issues such as
date, time, space, nunber of guests, and other
rel evant security concerns. The Superi ntendent
of the receiving institution may cancel the prior
approval if the wedding inpacts the institution
security. Transfers for disciplinary reasons
shal | require a new approval by t he
Superintendent of the receiving institution.

492.10 Emergencies
Whenever, in the opinion of the Conm ssioner or
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the Superintendent of a state correctional
institution, an energency exists which requires
suspension of all or part of this policy, the
Superi nt endent may or der such suspensi on

However, any such suspension lasting beyond
forty-eight (48) hours shall be authorized by the
Comm ssi oner.
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Attachment 1

REQUEST TO ATTEND INSTITUTIONAL WEDDING
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY OR TYPE)

| NSTI TUTI ON/ DI VI SI ON

| REQUEST PERM SSI ON TO ATTEND THE | NSTI TUTI ONAL WEDDI NG COF
I AM THE | NTENDED

SPOUSE/ GUEST/ OFFI O ANT (circle one).

PERSONAL DATA:

NANVE

LAST FI RST M DDLE

RESI DENTI AL ADDRESS
(Not a P.O. Box) NO. STREET aTy STATE ZI P

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVI CTED OF A FELONY?
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN SENTENCTED TO A CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY?
ARE YOU CURRENTLY BARRED FROM ANY CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY?

DATE OF BIRTH __ / /

MADE AND SUBSCRI BED UNDER THE PENALTI ES OF PERJURY

SI GNATURE DATE
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